
July 29, 2017 

The Honorable Gary D. Knight 
46141 Seabiscuit Court 
Lexington Park, MD 2A653 

Dear Gary: 

It is with pleasure and a tinge of sadness that I enclose my Grandmother's miniature to use in 
the Bonds of Gold program at the Naval Academy for the class of 2020.  Although we've 
exchanged emails and I've shared some information about my Grandparents with you, I thought 
I might more formally do so in this letter. 

My Grandfather, Capt. Bailey Connelly (USN-Ret.) (1896-1979), grew up in Waverly, TN so 
poor that at 4 years of age he had to go to work to help support his widowed mother and sisters. 
He worked and studied hard and was privileged to earn entry to the Naval Academy in 1917 as 
a member of the war shortened class of 1920. 

He met my Grandmother, Evelyn Connelly nee Coloney (1900-1975) after graduation and they 
were married in 1924. Her miniature was her engagement ring and she wore it until she died. 

My Grandfather served on submarines, battleships and destroyers. During World War II, he 
served in the Pacific theater commanding the USS Dauphin and was anchored in Tokyo Bay 
when the Japanese signed the instrument of surrender.  

My Dad, Capt. Robert Bailey Connelly (USN-Ret.) (1930-2010), class of 1952, was Bailey and 
Evelyn's only child and followed my Grandfather to the Academy.  Dad was a submariner. 

My Grandparents retired in Annapolis. My Grandmother was a passionate supporter of the 
Academy. As a child in the 1960s, I recall attending rallies with her at the Academy the night 
before football games and hearing her root and cheer for the Midshipman at games. She could 
he mischievous and I remember that she taught me the Navy fight song and made sure that I 
sang it to my maternal Grandparents. Mischievous because my mother's brother was a West 
Point graduate and career Army officer.  She made sure that I knew to sing "Beat Army" loudly. 

I include a photo of my Grandparents taken not too long after they were married, which I've also 
sent to you by email. It is somewhat difficult to see, but she is wearing the miniature in the 
picture. I know that my Grandparents would be so proud to contribute her ring to the Class of 
2020. I trust that this is the path meant for it, to become part of the class that graduates 100 
years after my Grandfather's. I believe this is a way that the memories of my grandparents live 
on and I appreciate the Bonds of Gold Program, which makes it possible. On behalf of my entire 
family, thank you for giving us this opportunity to remember and honor Bailey and Evelyn 
Connelly. 

Sincerely, 

 
Cathleen Connelly  
4348 Warren St, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 



Captain Bailey and Evelyn Connelly, USNA Class of 1920 

 

 

 

   



Midshipman 1/C Bailey Connelly, USNA Class of 1920 Lucky Bag Entry 

 


